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Summary

From a small lot of endomychid beetles collected in India the following new taxa

are described: Stictomela besucheti n. sp., Mycetina ceramica n. sp., Stenotarsus atri-

ventris n. sp., St. anomalus n. sp. and Anamycetaea keralae n. gen. n. sp. The Ceylonese

species Stenotarsus russatus and Bystodes ceylonicus are also recorded from India.

In a small lot of endomychid beetles collected in India by Drs. Besuchet, Lobi and
Mussard are representatives of five undescribed species. One of thess is so distinctive

that I think it necessary to propose an additional genus to receive it.

EUMORPHINAE

Stictomela besucheti n. sp. (Fig. 1-2)

Holotype: male, India: Kerala, Cardamon H., Valara Fall, 450-500 m., 25-XI-72,

Besuchet-Löbl-Mussard (Geneva Musuem).

Allotype: female, Pambanar-Peermade, 950 m., 9-XI-72; other data and deposition

as for holotype.

Oval in outline, highly convex, black, each elytron with two chain-like red bands.

Length 7-8 mm.
Antennae' slender, each article longer than wide, 9-11 forming a narrow club.

Pronotum not quite 2 x as wide as its median length, sides slightly convergent to the

feebly acute hind angles, broadly rounded to the rectangular front angles, side areas flat

but with a median boss, disc moderately convex, finely punctured and with a narrow

median groove, lateral sulci linear and reaching to mid-length of pronotum, transverse

sulcus undulate. Elytra strongly convex, coarsely, sparsely, subseriately punctured.

|

Each elytron has a narrow irregular red band on basal third, beginning near side margin,

running mesad and basad to end in a ring near base and suture; a jagged ring of like

color lies behind mid-length of elytron.
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The middle tibia of male is strongly incurved, the front tibia and abdomen with no
visible modification.

Stictomela has been recorded, up to now, only from Ceylon, where it is represented

by three species.

Mycetina ceramica n. sp. (Fig. 3-4)

Holotype: female, India: Kerala, Cardamon H., Valara Fall, 450-500 m., 25-XI-72,

Besuchet-Löbl-Mussard (Geneva Museum).

Dark red, shining, eyes and two transverse bands on each elytron black. Length

2 mm.
Antennae stout, article 3 slightly longer than wide, 2 and 4-9 quadrate, 10-11

forming a narrow and little flattened club. Eyes coarsely facetted. Pronotum with front

angles deflexed, front margin with inconspicuous stridulatory membrane, sides slightly

convergent toward base, disc finely sparsely punctured, lateral sulci triangular and shal-

low, transverse sulcus formed by depressed basal margin. Elytra moderately convex,

widest in basal third, rather densely punctate. The two black bands, one at mid-length,

the other pre-apical, are united along the side margin to form a C-shaped mark on the

left elytron; this reversed on the right. Although surface appears glabrous, suitable

lighting and magnification reveal fine short setae.

An unusual Mycetina but basic features are of that genus. In particular the flat

triangular mesosternum, narrowed to front, is characteristic of Mycetina.

Stenotarsinae

Stenotarsus russatus Gorham

Hitherto known only from Ceylon. India: Kerala, Cardamon H., Pambanar-

Peermade, 950 m., 5-XI-72; Madras, Alagarkovil, 21km N. Madurai, 250-350 m.,

2-XI-72, 3 males, 4 females taken by Besuchet-Löbl-Mussard.

Stenotarsus atriventris n. sp.

Holotype: female, India: Kerala, Cardamon H., Periyar env. Aranya Nivas,

950 m., 7-XI-72, Besuchet-Löbl-Mussard (Geneva Museum).

Broadly oval, subhemispherical, under surface ferruginous with elytral epipleura

and intercoxal area of metasternum and first sternite deep black. Pronotum rusty red,

elytra black with tip and small area near scutellum rufescent. Length 3.2 mm.
Antennae slender, each of stalk articles longer than wide, 3-8 subequal in length

but 8 slightly wider, club relatively large, about % as long as stalk, article 1 1 about as

long as 9-10 combined. Articles 1-7 red, 8 dusky, club black. Pronotum almost semi-

circular in outline, its basal width more than 2 x its median length, raised borders fairly

wide (.175 mm.), sulcate, slightly narrowed basad, disc evenly elevated, densely punctate,

lateral and transverse sulci obsolete. Elytra highly convex, densely punctured. At lower

magnifications (15 x) elytra show rows of punctures but at higher magnifications the

seriate punctures are lost in the close punctation of entire surface. Pubescence erect,

of brassy color. Black areas of underside sharply bounded, especially by meso- meta-

sternal suture. Trochanters large, subangulate.
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In Arrow's (1925) l key this species runs to S. seminalis, to which it is similar, but

from which it differs notably in the obsolete lateral sulci of pronotum (basal foveae

of Arrow).

Stenotarsus anomalus n. sp. (Fig. 5-6)

Holotype: male, India: Madras, Palmi H., Kodaikana, 2100m., ll-XI-72,

Besuchet-Löbl-Mussard (Geneva Museum).

Allotype: female, data and deposition same as for holotype.

Paratypes: 1 pair with same data as holotype (author's coll.).

Black with erect coppery pubescence, antennae and legs ferruginous, distal abdomi-

nal sternites rufescent. Length 3.2 mm.
Antennae long and slender, each of articles 3-8 elongate. Pronotum with raised

borders low and inconspicuous, disc evenly but strongly elevated, finely punctured,

more coarsely along base, lateral sulci shallow but ending behind in a deep fovea,

transverse sulcus absent, sides convergent to front with but moderate curvature. Elytra

f-^^,

Fig. 1—10.

1. Stictomela besuchen sp. n.—edeage, ventral view. 2. Stictomela besuchet! sp. n—edeage,

apical view. 3. Mycetina ceramica sp. n. 4. Mycetina ceramica sp. n. —antenna. 5. Stenotarsus

anomalus sp. n. —antenna. 6. Stenotarsus anomalus sp. n. —edeage, dextro-dorsal view.

7. Anamycetaea kera/ae sp. n. —pronotum. 8. Anamycetaea keralae sp. n. —middle tarsus.

I
9. Anamycetaea keralae sp. n. —antenna. 10. Anamycetaea keralae sp. n.—pro- and mesosternum.

1 Arrow (1925), Fauna Br. India: Erotyl. etc.
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more than 3 x as long as pronotum, highly convex, their outline cordate, densely and
rather coarsely punctured. The mesosternum is narrower than in typical Stenotarsus

but the general features of this insect lead me to refer it to that genus.

Mycetaeinae

Bystodes ceylonicus (Arrow)

Two specimens taken in Madras appear to be conspecific with the Ceylonese insect.

Anamycetaea gen. nov.

Type species : Anamycetaea keralae n. sp.

In the melange of small beetles associated in the subfamily Mycetaeinae generic

limits are unusually difficult to define. Because of general structural similarity and lack

of sufficient material of many species for dissection and detailed study, features cited as

specific have often served also as generic characters. In the insect now at hand the short,

11 -jointed antennae with 2-jointed club, deeply excavate mesosternum, 3-jointed tarsi,

offer a combination of features which cannot be followed in any of the few existent

keys. I have not been able to study the mouthparts of the single specimen.

Anamycetaea keralae n. sp. (Fig. 7-10)

Holotype: sex?, India: Kerala, Cardamon H., Valara Fall, 450-500 m., 25-XI-72,

Besuchet-Löbl-Mussard (Geneva Museum).

Highly convex, in outline tapering in front and behind, lower surface and legs

pale brown, upper surface brown with sparse erect yellow pubescence, elytra with rows

of large punctures. Length 1.4 mm.
Antennae short, if reflexed not surpassing pronotal base, article 3 feebly elongate,

4-9 short and transverse, 10-11 forming a large rounded club. Head finely punctate,

fronto-clypeal line rather deeply impressed, eye (absent on left side!) small and round.

Pronotum with sides convergent toward front but little curved, raised side borders

deflexed, shallowly sulcate, disc roundly elevated, finely punctate, lateral sulci oblique

and deep, transverse sulcus represented by bead-like elevation of base. Elytra cordiform

in outline, strongly convex, each with 10 complete rows of coarse punctures, these larger

at sides. Prosternai process broad, sulcate, its apex rounded. Intercoxal mesosternum

hardly wider than prosternai process, deeply excavate, mesocoxal cavity closed by

mesepimeron. Metasternum with two foveae behind each mesocoxa. Abdomen with five

visible sternites. Tarsi 3-jointed, unlobed, claws simple.
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